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Building for a Changing World 

Principles to Consider 

Constructing buildings with flexibility for future changes can enhance the long term value 

of the structure, its systems, and materials. This approach encourages adaptability and 

sustainable use of resources over time by minimising premature obsolesce and waste. 

The ability to modify a building for future use relies heavily on two main principles: Building 

in Layers and Design for Disassembly and Recoverability (DfD). 

Building in Layers 

If each layer of a building can function independently, it can be altered without impacting 

the other parts. By designing different levels of independence between building layers, we 

can avoid the risk of small changes within a building, resulting in disproportionate knock-on 

demolition of other parts of the building. 

Design for Disassembly and Recoverability 

If the building, or a single component/material, is designed to be disassembled and 

recovered easily, it enables any disassembled components/materials to be appropriately 

recovered, therefore reducing waste and the need for new materials. 
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1. Prohibited Materials List

1.1. General

1.1.1. The requirements of this section shall apply to materials/products as relevant. 

1.1.2. The Contractor shall ensure that all materials/products are compliant with the following: 

• All relevant legislation for materials/products containing, but limited to: asbestos, lead, polychlorinated

biphenyls (PCBs), and the like

• WELL Building Standard Materials pre-requisites (latest version)

• UK REACH Regulations

• EU Paints Directive (2004/42/CE) (implemented in the UK as Statutory Instrument 2012 No. 1715).

1.1.3. The Contractor shall bring to the attention of the Employer and Consultant, in advance and in writing, any 
materials/products that do not comply with 1.1.2, and agree alternative measures with the Employer. 

1.1.4. In discharging 1.1.3, the Contractor shall demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Employer, that no 
feasible alternative material/product is available. 

1.1.5. Where the labels “Acutely Toxic” and “Serious Health Hazard” are referred to in these Sustainability 
Preliminaries, they refer to labelling as per the Classification, Labelling and Packaging Regulation (CLP 
Regulation), which implements the United Nations’ Globally Harmonised System of Classification and 
Labelling or Chemicals (GHS). 

1.1.6. The Contractor shall not use of any products/materials that are described in Section Error! Reference s
ource not found.. Such products/materials shall be taken to be expressly prohibited. 

1.2. Modern Slavery and Child Labour 

1.2.1. The Contractor, and any relevant subcontractors, shall demonstrate, in writing and to the satisfaction of 
the Employer, that the following measures are in place: 

• A due diligence process which determines human rights risks in the supply chain, and takes

appropriate actions as a result

• Modern slavery online training has been completed via the Supply Chain Sustainability School:

Log In - Supply Chain Sustainability School (supplychainschool.co.uk) 

• A programme to raise awareness of the signs of modern slavery, and information on how to raise

complaints within the company for all staff

• A written policy on Human Rights

• An anonymous company-wide grievance/whistleblowing mechanism accessible to all staff.

1.2.2. The Contractor shall at the request of the Employer, participate in modern slavery audits on its supply 
chain, providing evidence as required. 

1.2.3. The Contractor shall, at the request of the Employer, participate and provide evidence, if required, in the 
workforce engagement surveys carried out by the Employer. 

1.2.4. Specific products/materials are identified as being possibly sourced from countries at high-risk of using 
modern slavery and/or child labour. Notwithstanding 1.2.1, the Contractor shall not use any 
products/materials sourced from high-risk countries, as identified in this section, without agreement from 
the Landsec Project Manager. 

https://www.supplychainschool.co.uk/log-in?redirect_url=https%3A%2F%2Flearn.supplychainschool.co.uk%2Flocal%2Fresourcelib%2Fcatalogitem.php%3Fid%3D5349


1.2.5. Prior to seeking agreement in 1.2.4, the Contractor shall actively demonstrate compliance with 1.2.1, in 
writing and to the satisfaction of the Employer, for the manufacturer and/or supplier of said 
product/material. 

1.2.6. The products/materials identified in this section are based on the following. Where more recent versions 
of these documents exist, the more recent versions shall apply. 

• Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023, Final list of products at risk of modern slavery by source country

• ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022.

1.2.7. In selecting Sub-contractors, manufacturers, suppliers, agencies, and the like, whether for 
products/materials or labour, the Contractor shall include clauses on modern slavery that demonstrate 
consideration for practices regarding labour rights. 

1.3. Definitions 

1.3.1. The following definitions apply shall apply in this section, aligned with BREEAM Mat 03, unless otherwise 
noted: 

• Product/material

A manufacturer specific construction product/material (with a manufacturer reference number) that is

specified by the Consultant, or selected by the Contractor (Principle, Sub-contractor), to be used

and/or installed in the works (adapted from BREEAM Guidance Note 24).

• Constituent product/material

A manufacturer specific construction product/material (with a manufacturer reference number) that is

not specified by the Consultant, nor selected by the Contractor (Principle, Sub-contractor), but is used

in the manufacture of a product/material (adapted from BREEAM Guidance Note 24).

• Raw materials

Unprocessed materials that are acquired from nature for subsequent use in the realisation of a

material/product (adapted from Criteria for the evaluation of responsible sourcing certification schemes

within BREEAM).

• Raw material extraction

The processes required to extract, from the environment, the raw materials included in the

product/material.

• Production/manufacture
Processes involved in transforming raw materials into a finished product/material. This may be used as
finished, or as a constituent product/material.

1.4. Adhesives and Sealants (applied on-site) 

1.4.1. Products labelled as “Acutely Toxic” or “Serious Health Hazard”. 

1.4.2. Products containing epichlorohydrin (ECH). 

1.4.3. Products containing phthalates and di-2-ethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP). 

1.5. Aggregates 

1.5.1. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material manufacture 
and raw material extraction. 

1.6. Aluminium 

1.6.1. Products manufactured or treated with Chromium (IV) pre-treatment. 



1.6.2. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material manufacture 
and raw material extraction. 

1.7. Blockwork 

1.7.1. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material manufacture 
and raw material extraction. 

1.8. Bricks 

1.8.1. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material manufacture 
and raw material extraction. 

1.8.2. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour: 

• Brazil (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Burma (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Afghanistan (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023)

• Cambodia (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or
Forced Labor 2022)

• China (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Columbia (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Ecuador (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Egypt (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• India (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Iran (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Nepal (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• North Korea (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Pakistan (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Paraguay (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Peru (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Russia (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Uganda (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Vietnam (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022).

1.9. Concrete 

1.9.1. Products containing/using vermiculate. 

1.9.2. In-situ concrete without BES 6001 “Very Good” certification, or better. 

1.9.3. Pre-cast concrete without ISO 14001 certification for the product/material manufacture and raw material 
extraction. 

1.10. Copper 

1.10.1. Products without ISO 14001 certification for the product/material manufacture and raw material 
extraction. 

1.10.2. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour: 

• Democratic Republic of the Congo (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022).

1.11. Electronics and Electrical Equipment 



1.11.1. Products containing mercury, lead, polyvinylchloride (PVC), chlorinated polyethylene (CPE), 
chlorinated polyvinylchloride (CPVC), chlorosulfonated polyethylene (CSPE), polychloroprene rubber 
(CR), halogenated flame retardants, and/or hexavalent chromium. 

1.11.2. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour: 

• China (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Malaysia (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Pakistan (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022).

1.12. Flooring 

1.12.1. Products labelled as “Acutely Toxic” or “Serious Health Hazard”. 

1.12.2. Products containing polyvinyl chloride (PVC). 

1.12.3. Products containing polyurethane. 

1.12.4. Products containing fly ash. 

1.12.5. Products containing antimony, antimony oxide, or antimony trioxide (ATO). 

1.12.6. Products with treatments containing perfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). 

1.12.7. Products containing phthalates and di-2-ethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP). 

1.12.8. Products with antimicrobial treatments where the active ingredients are classified as Persistent Bio-
accumulative Toxic (PBT). 

1.12.9. Rubber or vinyl products containing post-consumer recycled content. 

1.12.10. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour: 

• Afghanistan (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Iran (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• India (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Nepal (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Pakistan (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or
Forced Labor 2022).

1.13. Furniture 

1.13.1. Products labelled as “Acutely Toxic” or “Serious Health Hazard”. 

1.13.2. Products containing Rayon (also called viscose). 

1.13.3. Products containing animal hides. 

1.13.4. Products containing antimony, antimony oxide, or antimony trioxide (ATO). 

1.13.5. Products containing engineered nanomaterials (ENMs). 

1.13.6. Products containing phthalates and di-2-ethylhexyl phthalate (DEHP). 

1.13.7. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour (finished products): 



• Bangladesh (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Pakistan (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Turkey (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Vietnam (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022).

1.13.8. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour (fabrics/textiles): 

• Bangladesh (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Cambodia (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• China (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced
Labor 2022)

• Ethiopia (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Ghana (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• North Korea (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Pakistan (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• Vietnam (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022)

• India (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023).

1.13.9. The requirements for aluminium, glass, steel, and/or timber in 1.6, 1.14, 1.19, 1.22 shall apply. 

1.14. Glass 

1.14.1. Products and/or treatments containing heavy metals. 

1.14.2. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material 
manufacture and raw material extraction. 

1.15. Gypsum/Plasterboard 

1.15.1. Products without BES 6001 “Very Good” certification, or better. 

1.15.2. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour: 

• Niger (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022).

1.16. Insulation (thermal and acoustic) 

1.16.1. Products labelled as “Acutely Toxic” or “Serious Health Hazard”. 

1.16.2. Products with Ozone Depletion Potential (ODP) that is non-zero. 

1.16.3. Products with Global Warming Potential (GWP) exceeding 10. 

1.16.4. Products containing antimony, antimony oxide, or antimony trioxide (ATO). 

1.16.5. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material 
manufacture and raw material extraction. 

1.17. Paints and Coatings (applied on site) 

1.17.1. Products labelled as “Acutely Toxic” or “Serious Health Hazard”. 

1.17.2. Products classified as acrylic paints. 

1.17.3. Products containing alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEs). 

1.17.4. Products containing engineered nanomaterials (ENMs). 

1.17.5. Products containing cadmium. 



 

1.17.6. Products with antimicrobial treatments where the active ingredients are classified as Persistent Bio-
accumulative Toxic (PBT). 

1.17.7. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material 
manufacture. 

1.18. Plastics (where plastics are the key constituent in a product/material) 

1.18.1. Products labelled as “Acutely Toxic” or “Serious Health Hazard”. 

1.18.2. Plastic lumber products containing wood-plastic composites. 

1.18.3. Products containing multiple commingled recycled plastics. 

1.18.4. Products containing fibreglass, polystyrene, and/or polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 

1.18.5. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material 
manufacture. 

1.19. Steel 

1.19.1. Structural steel products without BES 6001 certification. 

1.19.2. Secondary steel, and non-structural steel products, without ISO 14001 certification for the 
product/material manufacture and raw material extraction. 

1.19.3. Reinforcing steel without CARES Sustainable Constructional Steel Scheme or Eco-Reinforcement 
certification. 

1.20. Stone 

1.20.1. Products containing asbestos. 

1.20.2. Products without BES 6001 certification, or ISO 14001 certification for the product/material 
manufacture and raw material extraction. 

1.21. Solar Photovoltaic Panels 

1.21.1. We know that China is a high risk country for modern slavery and/or child labour in the Solar PV supply 
chain however  we also appreciate that most panels are sourced from there. We therefore want to see 
evidence from suppliers of efforts to tackle Modern Slavery and comply with the Modern Slavery Act 
2015. We also want to see evidence of whether PV modules, inverters, electrical and electronic 
equipment can be sourced with no association with China. 

1.22. Timber 

1.22.1. Structural timber products without FSC or PEFC certification (full chain of custody). 

1.22.2. Non-structural timber products without FSC certification (full chain of custody). 

1.22.3. High risk source countries for modern slavery and/or child labour (finished products): 

• Brazil (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023) 

• Cambodia (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022) 

• Burma (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022) 

• Peru (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced 
Labor 2022) 

• Russia (Walk Free Global Slavery Index 2023 & (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced 
Labor 2022) 

• North Korea (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022) 

• Vietnam (ILAB List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor 2022). 
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